Stourport  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


jptefricctl  Officer  of  gjmltl), 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  125  births  were  registered,  61  male,  64  female. 

The  birth-rate  per  thousand,  population  estimated  to  the  middle 
of  the  year,  5336,  is  therefore  23*4.  Last  year  it  was  23*7.  The  average 
since  1889  is  27^4,  so  the  birth-rate  is  decidedly  low. 

Only  52  deaths  were  registered,  23  male,  29  female,  an  average 
of  one  a  week.  The  death  rate  is  very  low,  9*7,  but  as  the  County 
Medical  Officer  remarks  in  his  “  Digest  of  Annual  Reports  for  1897” 
— “  death  rates  for  small  areas  and  short  periods  are  altogether  mis¬ 
leading,”  nevertheless  it  is  very  satisfactory,  the  average  since  1889 
being  16*3.  4  Deaths  occurred  out  of  the  district  among  people 

belonging  thereto.  The  corrected  death  rate  would  therefore  be  10.4 
and  the  Zymotic  death  rate  *i. 

And  yet  the  amount  of  sickness  has  been  above  the  average.  I 
have  called  attention  to  the  fact  in  my  monthly  reports,  and  the  reports 
of  the  two  largest  Friendly  Societies  in  the  district,  the  ancient  Order 
of  Foresters,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Oddfellows,  confirm  my 
statement,  indeed  in  one  Society  the  expectation  of  sickness  was  ex¬ 
ceeded  150  per  cent.  There  was  but  little  epidemic  disease  and  the 
trade  of  the  town  has  been  flourishing.  Why  then  this  large  amount 
of  sickness  ? 


I  believe  the  3  Ds,  so  often  quoted  by  the  late  Dr.  Masterman 
Drink,  Dirt,  almost  invariably  seen  together,  and  Damp,  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  a  great  deal  of  sickness  ;  and  neglect,  especially  among  young 
and  tender  children,  for  its  prolongation  and  unfavourable  termination. 

The  streams  of  drunken  men — and  alas  women — which  stagger 
out  of  the  public  houses  at  closing  time  are  disgraceful  and  disgusting. 
Disease  is  rife  among  such  folk  and  would  that  they  were  able  to  suffer 
alone.  But  they  bear  children  whose  lives  are  darkened  by  heredi¬ 
tary  disease  and  tendency  to  disease  engendered  by  the  beastly  habits 
of  their  parents.  Food  and  clothes  too  are  scarce  in  the  houses  of 
drunkards,  and  here  again  the  children  suffer  sadly.  The  parents  when 
they  ought  to  be  living  in  comfort  on  the  savings  of  a  thrifty  life,  drag 
out  a  miserable  existence,  enfebled  by  drink  and  chronic  disease  brought 
on  by  drink,  impoverishing  their  clubs,  and  their  relatives,  or  drift  into 
the  workhouse  where  they  receive  treatment  infinitely  beyond  their 
deserts. 

The  presence  of  middens  and  ashpits,  usually  far  too  large,  and 
too  infrequently  emptied,  in  close  proximity  to  the  houses,  of  ill-paved 
uneven  yards,  of  cesspools  built  so  that  their  contents  may  drain  away 
and  foul  the  surrounding  soil,  make  it  impossible  for  the  air,  especially 
that  of  the  courts  and  alleys  to  be  pure  and  sweet. 

And  back  to  back  houses,  and  houses  without  back  doors  or 
windows,  cannot  be  thoroughly  and  properly  ventilated. 

Zymotic  Disease  : — 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  the  7  principal  Zymotic  diseases  were  re¬ 
ported.  Scarlet  Fever  18.  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  6.  Erysipelas  3. 
Though  no  fewer  than  18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  there  has 
been  no  epidemic,  due  probably  to  the  prompt  removal  of  the  majority, 
12,  to  Hospital.  We  had  instances  of  the  difficulty  of  securing  effectual 
isolation  at  home  though  the  Council  did  not  think  fit  to  prosecute  the 
offenders.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Six  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  reported,  of  these  5  were  success¬ 
fully  isolated  at  home.  One  was  removed  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  ensuring  isolation  at  home  to  a  house  out  of  the  district  where  un¬ 
fortunately  the  disease  proved  fatal.  All  the  other  cases  recovered. 

Three  cases  of  Erysipelas,  all  recovered. 
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The  Zymotic  Death-rate  for  the  year  is  nil,  as  the  death  which 
occurred  outside  the  district  is  not  included  in  the  statistics.  Last  year 
it  was  * 2 .  The  average  since  1889  is  1. 

Cases  of  7  onsillitis  (follicular)  of  Diarrhoea  and  kindred  diseases 
due  to  insanitary  conditions  were,  especially  in  the  summer,  very 
numerous,  and  although  there  were  no  fatal  cases,  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  consequently  money,  was  lost  to  the  community,  by  disablement 
through  sickness. 

A  fairly  extensive  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  in 
July  and  August,  it  could  not  have  happened  at  a  better  time,  for  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  genial  sunny  weather  there  was  no  fatal  case. 

In  the  Spring  of  1897  the  same  disease  was  fatal  in  7  instances. 

Infant  Mortality. 

This  year  it  is  only  104,  lower  than  it  has  been  for  many  years, 
and  much  lower  than  the  high  average  since  1889 — 150. 

Five  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis — tuberculosis  of  the  lungs. 
Tuberculosis  is  to  a  great  extent  a  preventable  disease  and  I  hope  be¬ 
fore  long  to  present  a  Special  Report  on  the  subject. 

Four  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer.  Six  to  Heart  Disease.  Four 
to  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Influenza  was  epidimic  in  January  and  February.  There  were 
only  2  fatal  cases. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Kidderminster  Corporation  for  isola¬ 
ting  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  their  Hospital  has  proved  mutually  sat¬ 
isfactory.  Possibly  before  long  they  will  be  willing  to  receive  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  from  this  district  as  well.  But  as  a  rule  this  disease  can 
be  very  wbll  isolated  at  home,  the  only  difficult)  being  the  safe  disposal 
of  infective  material.  “  Some  Urban  Sanitary  Authorities,  Malvern  and 
Evesham,  supply  pails,  into  which  the  effete  matters  of  the  patients 
(such  as  faeces,  urine,  as  well  as  the  water  used  for  washing  sheets, 
&c.)  are  placed  after  disinfection,  and  make  arrangements  by  which 
these  pails  are  taken  right  aw^ay,  and  cleansed  and  disinfected  every 
day.  The  burial  of  Typhoid  excreta  in  soil  adjacent  to  dwellings  is 
thus  prevented,  an  important  matter  as  the  specific  baccillus  of  Typhoid 
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Fever  will  exist  for  long  periods  in  soil,  and  live  longer  in  moist  soil 
than  dry.”  County  M.O.H.  Annual  Digest  1897.  Such  an  arrange¬ 
ment  might  well  be  made  in  this  district. 

The  Sewage  Scheme  is  still  under  consideration.  The  proposal 
to  erect  a  filter  in  the  Bridge  meadow,  to  deal  with  the  Sewage  of 
Bridge  Street,  Raven  Street,  and  Engine  Lane  has  been  abandoned. 
The  site  of  the  filter  has  been  under  water  for  about  six  weeks  lately. 

A  scheme  for  dealing  separately  with  the  Sewage  of  Upper 
Mitton  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Willcox  by  direction  of  the  Council. 
It  is  unlikely  that  such  a  partial  scheme  would  be  permitted  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  or  the  County  Council. 

1  , 

Systematic  Inspection. 

The  Streets  of  New  Town,  especially  Brindley  Street,  are  in 
a  most  insanitary  condition,  in  wet  weather  water  lies  on  the  surface 
for  days  and  weeks  at  a  time,  in  dry  weather  the  surface  is  so  uneven 
that,  especially  at  night  time,  traffic  is  quite  dangerous.  The  Tram¬ 
way  has  not  improved  the  main  road  ;  along  Minster  Road,  Foundry 
Street,  the  Swan  end  of  Lombard  Street,  and  the  bottom  of  Bridge 
Street,  the  rails  with  the  stone  setting,  project  so  far  above  the  surface 
of  the  road  as  to  seriously  endanger  all  light  traffic.  Many  other  sani¬ 
tary  defects  await  the  decision  of  the  Council  as  to  the  Sewage  Scheme. 

House  A  ccom  mod  at  ion . 

Sixteen  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  three  closed  as  unfit 
for  habitation.  The  new  houses  are  chiefly  cottages.  The  parlour  of  a 
cottage  is  but  very  seldom  used,  and  such  being  the  case,  it  is  a  pity 
the  size  of  this  room  is  not  curtailed  for  the  benefit  of  the  kitchen  or 
living  room.  The  sculleries  and  yard  walls  are  too  often  built  near 
enough  to  this  living  room  window  to  diminish  the  amount  of  light. 
An  old  proverb  says  “  Where  the  sun  cannot  go,  the  doctor  must  go  ” 
a  fact  worth  remembering.  The  rooms  upstairs,  of  the  larger  cottages 
especially,  might  with  advantage  be  built  so  that  they  might  easily  be 
sub-divided  by  lath  and  plaster  partitions.  The  decent  separation  of 
the  sexes,  in  such  a  town  as  this  where  hundreds  of  young  adults  are 
employed  at  the  factories,  is  otherwise  a  difficult  problem. 
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Overcrowding . 

Such  overcrowding  as  I  have  spoken  of  above  prevails  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent. 

Drainage  has  been  dealt  with  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  report. 

Water  Supply . 

The  excellent  supply  from  Kidderminster  is  used  by  589  houses. 
One  well  has  been  closed.  The  soil  of  the  district  must  be  seriously 
polluted  by  the  contents  from  leaky  sewers,  and  cesspools,  middens, 
and  pig-styes,  and  it  is  probable  that  if  we  had  to  depend  on  water 
from  shallow  local  wells,  the  amount  of  Zymotic  disease  would  be  enor¬ 
mously  increased. 

Excrement  Disposal. 

The  midden  system  has  been  if  possible  more  disgusting  than 
usual  during  the  hot  summer  weather,  complaints  were  very  numerous 
but  nothing  could  be  done  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

The  stench  from  the  Kidderminster  Sewage  Farm  has  been  a 
constant  source  of  complaint  during  the  year.  Newtown  and  Camden 
Place  are  very  frequently  hardly  bearable  in  the  warm  weather.  But 
until  some  strong  action  is  taken  in  the  matter  by  the  Council  the 
nuisance  is  likely  to  continue. 

Scavenging . 

This  work  has  been  well  done.  The  contents  of  ashpits  are 
however  still  being  deposited  in  sand  pits  on  Hartlebury  Common,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  complaint  of  the  Droitwich  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 
This  refuse  is  by  no  means  dry  and  contains  animal  and  vegetable  ma¬ 
terial  in  considerable  quantity  as  well  as  a  certain  amount  of  human, 
possibly  infective,  faeces.  It  most  certainly  ought  not  to  be  deposited 
on  a  public  place,  where  amateur  scavengers,  can  and  do  spend  hours 
in  sorting  it. 

T  he  Mortuary  is  still  insufficiently  equipped. 

Bakehouses. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  a  fair  condition.  Some 
of  the  older  ones  are  not  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  and  should  be 
rebuilt,  others  are  insufficiently  lighted. 
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6  la  ughter-  houses. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  about  these  but  they  are  too 
near  house  property.  A  public  abbatoir  would  really  be  a  convenience 
to  the  butchers  as  well  as  a  safe-guard  to  the  public  and  it  would  also 
tend  to  prevent  the  cruelty  practised  in  some  slaughter-houses. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  regulations  of  the  County  Council  with  regard  to  dairies 
and  cowsheds  have  not  yet  been  adopted,  but  I  trust  they  will  be  before 
long. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  milk  supply  of  the  district  should 
be  good  and  pure. 

Cows  are  very  prone  to  Tuberculosis,  it  is  certain  a  diseased 
cow  cannot  give  good  milk  and  it  is  as  certain  that  Tuberculous  milk 
is  a  very  serious  source  of  danger  to  the  public. 

The  Bye-laws  need  revision. 

River  Pollution  continues  the  same  as  in  former  years. 

Industries . 

Trade  has  been  good  in  the  district  during  the  year.  A  Firm 
of  Carpet  Manufacturers  has  gone  to  Kidderminster  but  the  Factory 
vacated  has  been  utilized  as  an  extension  of  the  Anglo-American  Tin 
Stamping  Works.  The  Tannery  has  been  idle  but  there  is  a  prospect 
of  work  there  being  resumed  ere  long. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  STANLEY  ROBINSON. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HE  ALT PI 

FOR  1898. 


Urban  District  of  Stourport. 


Area  in  Acres,  1,162.  Population  (1881)  4,191. 

,,  (1891)  4,865. 

Increase  or  Decrease  (1881-91)  674. 
Estimated  Population  ( 1 898)  5,336. 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — E.  Stanley  Robinson. 


MORTALITY  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES. 
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REGISTERED  BIRTHS. 

REGISTERED  DEATHS. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

61 

64 

125 

23 

29 

52 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Under 

One  Year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

13 

2 

2 

3 

12 

20 

Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population  living  during  same  period  :  — 


Birth  Rate — 23*4.  Death  Rate — 9  7.  Zymotic  Death  Rate — nil.  Inf. 

Mortality — 104.  Phthisis  Death  Rate — -9.  Respiratory  Death  Rate — -74.  Small¬ 
pox  Death  Rate — nil.  Measles  Death  Rate — nil.  Scarlatina  Death  Rate — nil. 

Diphtheria  Death  Rate — nil.  Whooping  Cough  Death  Rate — nil.  Fever  Death 
Rate — nil.  Diarrhoea  Reath  Rate — nil.  Cancer  Death  Rate — -74. 


Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria 

Memb. 

Croup. 

Fever. 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cases 

Deaths 

18 

6 

1* 

3 

Hospital  Cases 
,,  Deaths 

12 

Diseases  prevalent : — Influenza,  Whooping  Cough;  Period,  January,  February. 
July,  August. 

Schools  closed - 


Council  Meeting,  March  ist,  1899, 

Ordered  that  the  foregoing  Report  be  printed  for  circulation, 

C.  HUGH  WATSON, 

Clerk  to  the  Council . 


igtttfurpori  : 

W.  EATON,  PRINTER  AND  STATIONER,  HIGH  STREET. 

MDCCCXCIX. 


